
 

 Conference  

Interna'onal conference on Drug Preven'on  

   

Date:   

20 - 21 March 2025 English-language   

22 March 10.00 - 12.00 Let us stand together, where we will discuss invited 

contribu>ons from conference par>cipants on how we can stand up for our 

children to grow up in a drug-free environment.  

   

Loca(on: Next Nature Museum (Evoluon) Noord Brabandlaan 1A Eindhoven, 

the Netherlands (Bus stop Evoluon) from train sta(on and Eindhoven airport.  

   

Theme & Focus The Rights of the child to grow up in a Drug-free environment  

   

Program:  

Day 1 Preven+on  

08.00 - 9.00 Registra(on, refreshments and networking 



09.00 Welcome, Introduc>on and informa>on   

09.30 - 10.00 Mrs. Roxana Stere – Romania. She is a researcher in the fields of 

human rights and organized crime with a focus on children rights and 

interna>onal drug control.   

 

Topic: Analysis of Ar>cle 33 Conven>on on the Rights of the Child.   

10.00	-	10.30	Mr.	Stephan Dahlgren – Sweden. He is a former Head of 

UNICEF Child Protec>on and a human rights researcher.  

 

Topic: Did big money take over the UN on drug policy? An examina>on of 

developments over the last 15 years. Including assessment of UN drug policy 

papers and UN drug policy experts.   

 

10.30	-	11.00	Coffee	break	  
 

11.00 – 11.30 Eze Eluchie, Esq. – Nigerian. He is a Nigerian human & health 

rights aWorney, Secretary of OVOM and Head of the OVOM Legal CommiWee.   



 

Topic: Using the Instrumentality of Interna>onal Conven>ons to protect 

Children, the future from Substance Abuse. Africa and it´s young popula>on.   

11.30	-	12.00	David	Evens – USA. He is an aWorney - Cannabis Industry 

Vic>ms Educa>on Lawyers CIVEL.  

 

Topic: Holding the marijuana/cannabis industry accountable. Pot shops, 

medical marijuana, nuisance, psychosis, addic>on, consequences and costs.   

12.00 12.15 Ques>ons to speakers morning session.  

  

12.15 – 13. 15 Lunch  

  

13.15 – 13.45 Mr. Gary Chris(an – Australia. He is a preven>on researcher, Vice 

chair and Head of the OVOM Scien>fic CommiWee, President and Senior 

Researcher for Drug Free Australia.  



 

Topic: Examining the correlaton between exponen>ally increasing drug-related 

deaths in Australia in two separate drug policy eras where harm reducton was 

given priority over drug preventon and rehabilitaton, and the role of the later 

to drama>cally reduce drug-related deaths across every illicit drug category 

when given priority.   

13.45 - 14.15 Dr. John Redman – USA. He is Execu>ve Director of CADFY 

(Community Alliances for Drug Free Youth.   

 

Topic: Medical Marijuana vs. Marijuana sold as a Commodity. What are the 

challenges and consequences to our youth and communi>es. How can ci>zens 

unite to support common sense drug policies, that protect our youth.  

	

14.15	-	14.45	Tea	break	  

 

14.45 – 15.00 Mrs. Renée Besseling - the Netherlands. She is the Chair of 

OVOM and author of the book, Parents A Natural Preven>ve Against Drugs, The 

Dutch Experience.  



 

Topic: Closed coffeeshop chain experiment in the Netherlands. What is the 

story, how real is it, for Whom and Why?   

15.00 - 16.15 Panel discussion with today speakers   

Day 2 Preven+on  

08.00 - 09.00 - Registra(on  

09.00 – 9.30 Mrs. Josephine (Jo) Baxter – Australia. She is an Interna>onal 

Board Member for Oceania - Rotary Ac>on Group for Addic>on Preven>on 

(RAGAP). Jo lectured in Educa>on and Health in Australia and overseas. Jo has 

worked with Life Educa>on Australia and in Drug Rehabilita>on. She has served 

on Australian Federal Government Drug Advisory Councils. Currently, Jo is 

Execu>ve Director of Drug Free Australia and Adviser and member of the 

OVOM secretariat.   

 

Topic: Youth Preven>on Influencers (Interna>onal Rotary Program).   

09.30 – 10.15 Mrs. Julie Rose – UK. She is Council member for Europe, Head of 

the OVOM Financing CommiWee and author of the book, Tenacity.  



Mrs. Tiny Kes - the Netherlands. She is OVOM Council member for Europe and 

Vice Chair of the Courageous Mothers, the Netherlands.   

 

Topic: How drugs affect the family.   

10.15 - 10.45 Coffee break  

10.45 - 11.30 Prof. Stuart Reece – Australia. He is the world's leading expert on 

cannabis popula>on studies.   

 

Topic: What we need to know about Cannabis. Dr Reece will present the results 

of his 2,300 page book – which covers the popula>on studies from US and EU 

on cannabis and their disease burden on those popula>ons.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



11.30 – 12.00 Amy Ronshausen – USA. She is the Execu>ve Director of Drug 

Free America Founda>on, Inc., and the President of the World Federa>on 

Against Drugs.   

 

Topic: The Declara>on of Oviedo: 2024 Global Ini>a>ve for the Integra>on of 

Preven>on in Drug Policies - it has 2,462 signatory organisa>ons. What do they 

represent.  

Lunch 12.00 - 13.00  

13.00 – 13.30 Florence Onsando – Kenya. She is an OVOM Council member for 

Africa and Secreatry of the OVOM Preven>on CommiWee. A counseling 

psychologist and mental health advocate. WWCTU President, Kenyan chapter.   

 

Topic: Think when drugs come on your pad, what do you do.   

13.30 – 14.00 Tony Parbudi, Indonesia. He is the Treasury of OVOM, and 

Council members of the Pacific Region.  



 

Topic: How to unite regions with one message. Preven>on will be our common 

future plan and this should be a worldwide one voice one message, drug free is 

the key.   

14.00 - 14.30 Dr. Michiel Bannier - the Netherlands. He is a paediatric 

pulmonologist at the MosaKids Children’s Hospital Maastricht. He is a member 

of the Dutch #doctorsraisealarm ini>a>ve he is commiWed to a nico>ne free 

society.  

 

Topic: Vaping – the new epidemic.  

 

14.30 -15.00 Tea break  

 

15.00 – 15.45 Panel - discussion   

15.45 – 16-00 Summing up the two-day conference.  

Day 3   

There is a power in Numbers Let’s stand together for our future genera(on   



The third day of the conference, Wake-Up Drug-free is the Key, will be 

commiWee work 10.00-11 am where we will invite input from par>cipants on 

four commiWees:   

• Legal CommiWee – looking at legal leverage to hold countries accountable 

to their UN commitments of drugs   

• Science CommiWee – reviewing the best mechanisms for genng the latest 

reliable science and the best mechanisms for communica>ng and 

publicising it   

• Preven>on CommiWee – drilling down on the best approaches and how to 

promote them   

• Finance CommiWee – looking at how we best make our work sustainable in 

the long- term   

Airports near Eindhoven are;  

the Netherlands:  

Schiphol, 126 km from Evoluon, Eindhoven.   

RoWerdam The Hague Airport; 118 km to Evoluon Eindhoven.   

Eindhoven Airport; only 4,5 km from Evoluon.   

Maastricht Aachen Airport; 83 km from Eindhoven.  

Belgium, ‘Brussel Zaventem; 125 km from Evoluon Eindhoven.   

Germany, Duesseldorf Airport (DUS), Germany to Eindhoven,  the Netherlands 

with train 240 minutes.  

Train and bus connec>ons are easy to find at hWps://9292.nl  

For any ques>ons please contact admin.ovom@protonmail.com or 

info@rise4life.eu   

 

 



If you like the idea of the conference but can't make it, please donate to help.   

Conference bank account:  

S>ch>ng Rise4Life: NL 34 INGB 0108 6867 44 Molenweg 10 Liessel, the Netherlands  

 

Welcome to our conference  Wake-Up Drug-Free is the Key  

 

One Voice One Message                  Rise4life                     Courageous Mothers  

   

  

 


